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Arts and Entertainment

How a hard-working actor found success by 
staying true to what he wanted to do

by Suzanne Alyssa Andrew

Master of 
Surprise
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:LOO�$UQHWW�LV�D�SUROLͤF�ͤOP��WHOHYLVLRQ�DQG�YRLFH�DFWRU��D�
ZULWHU��SURGXFHU�DQG�FRPHGLDQ�ZKR�IXOO\�FRPPLWV�WR�HYHU\�
UROH�ZLWK�TXLFN�ZLW�DQG�UD]RU�VKDUS�LQWHQVLW\��$OWKRXJK�
KH̵V�QRZ�ZLGHO\�NQRZQ��UHVSHFWHG�DQG�D�IUHTXHQW�DZDUG�
QRPLQHH�DQG�ZLQQHU��KH̵V�D�ͤYH�WLPH�(PP\�$ZDUG�
nominee for outstanding comedy acting and won an 
$QQLH�DZDUG�IRU�DFKLHYHPHQW�LQ�YRLFH�DFWLQJ���KLV�URDG�WR�
VXFFHVV�WRRN�SDWLHQFH�DQG�GHGLFDWLRQ�WR�KLV�FUDIW��

Arnett grew up in Toronto, where he enjoyed what he 
GHVFULEHV�DV�D�̸VWDQGDUG�&DQDGLDQ̹�XSEULQJLQJ��+H�VSHQW�
VXPPHUV�ZLWK�IDPLO\�LQ�:LQQLSHJ�DQG�/DNH�RI�WKH�:RRGV�LQ�
QRUWKZHVWHUQ�2QWDULR��DQG�DORQJ�WKH�ZD\�KH�EHFDPH�D�
IHUYHQW�KRFNH\�DQG�VSRUWV�IDQ��$QG�WKHQ��LQ�������ZKHQ�KH�
was 20, after dropping out of Concordia University, he moved 
WR�1HZ�<RUN�&LW\�WR�SXUVXH�KLV�GUHDP�RI�EHFRPLQJ�DQ�DFWRU��

+H�VWXGLHG�DW�WKH�/HH�6WUDVEHUJ�7KHDWUH�DQG�)LOP�
,QVWLWXWH��ODQGHG�UROHV�LQ�SOD\V�DQG�LQGHSHQGHQW�ͤOP�DQG�
WHOHYLVLRQ�SURGXFWLRQV��OHQW�KLV�LFRQLF�UHVRQDQW�YRLFH�WR�
FRPPHUFLDOV�DQG�RWKHU�YRLFH�DFWLQJ�SURMHFWV��DQG�
DSSHDUHG�LQ�SLORW�DIWHU�SLORW��JXHVW�UROH�DIWHU�JXHVW�UROH��RQ�
everything from Sex and the City to Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit���+H�ZDV�KDSS\�ZRUNLQJ�DV�DQ�DFWRU��EXW�LW�
ZDV�D�KXVWOH��

̸3UREDEO\��LI�,̵G�KDG�VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH�WR�IDOO�EDFN�RQ��ZKR�
NQRZV�LI�,�ZRXOG�KDYH�SDFNHG�LW�DOO�LQ��EXW�,�VSHQW�\HDUV�
WRLOLQJ�DZD\��WU\LQJ�WR�JHW�MREV��ELJJHU�UROHV�DQG�EHWWHU�
SDUWV�̹ �KH�VD\V��̸,�GLGQ̵W�NQRZ�H[DFWO\�KRZ�HYHU\WKLQJ�ZDV�
JRLQJ�WR�JR��EXW�,�NQHZ�WKDW�,�ZDV�GRLQJ�ZKDW�,�ZDQWHG�WR�
do and I understood at a young age that was the answer. 
6XFFHVV�WR�PH�ZDV�GRLQJ�ZKDW�,�ZDQWHG�WR�GR��,W�ZDVQ̵W�
WKH�FDVK�DQG�SUL]HV��2QFH�,�ZDV�KDSS\�GRLQJ�ZKDW�,�
ZDQWHG�WR�GR�,�ZDV�DOUHDG\�ZLQQLQJ�̹

,Q������KH�ͤQDOO\�ODQGHG�WKH�SHUIHFW�UROH��DV�*RE�%OXWK�RQ�
comedy series Arrested Development��̸,�GLGQ̵W�ORRN�DW�LW�DW�
WKH�WLPH�DV�WKLV�ZDV�P\�ELJ�EUHDN��,W�IHOW�ULJKW��OLNH�D�JUHDW�
WKLQJ�WR�EH�SDUW�RI�̹ �KH�UHFDOOV��̸7KH\�ZDQWHG�PH�WR�
DXGLWLRQ�IRU�LW�DQG�,�ͥHZ�RXW�WR�&DOLIRUQLD�DQG�P\�OLIH�
FKDQJHG�IRUHYHU�̹

7KH�VKLIW�ZDVQ̵W�LQVWDQW��$OWKRXJK�WKH�VKRZ�ZDV�D�FULWLFDO�
VXFFHVV��LW�WRRN�WLPH�IRU�LW�WR�FDWFK�RQ�ZLWK�DXGLHQFHV��
DQG�WKH�LQLWLDO�UXQ�ODVWHG�RQO\�WKUHH�VHDVRQV��<HW�$UQHWW�
VD\V�ORRNLQJ�EDFN�DW�WKH�ELJ�SLFWXUH��WKDW�ZDV�WKH�UROH�WKDW�
PDGH�D�GLIIHUHQFH��̸2QFH�WKH�VKRZ�ZDV�ͤQLVKHG��
GHͤQLWHO\�GRRUV�KDG�EHHQ�RSHQHG�DQG�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�
VWDUWHG�WR�DSSHDU�̹ �KH�VD\V��̸7KHUH�DUH�RIWHQ�VWLOO�
REVWDFOHV��,�MXVW�JHW�IHZHU�REVWDFOHV�QRZ��DQG�IRU�WKH�
PRVW�SDUW�,�JHW�WR�GR�WKH�VWXII�,�ZDQW�WR�GR�̹

2QH�WKLQJ�WKDW�PDNHV�$UQHWW�VR�PHPRUDEOH�LV�WKH�
FRPSOH[�UROHV�KH̵V�GUDZQ�WR��̸,̵P�RIWHQ�DWWUDFWHG�WR�
FKDUDFWHUV�ZKR�DUH�DW�VRPH�NLQG�RI�HPRWLRQDO�RU�VSLULWXDO�
FURVVURDGV�ZKHUH�WKHLU�IHHOLQJV�DUH�DW�RGGV�ZLWK�HDFK�
RWKHU�̹ �KH�VD\V��$XGLHQFHV�UHVSRQG�SRVLWLYHO\�WR�WKDW�
WHQVLRQ�EHFDXVH�LW̵V�ERWK�UHODWDEOH�DQG�VXUSULVLQJ��,W̵V�
PRVW�QRWDEOH�LQ�KLV�UROHV�RQ�Arrested Development and 
Flaked��WKH�1HWͥL[�VHULHV�KH�ZURWH��SURGXFHG�DQG�VWDUUHG�
LQ���DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�YRLFHV�RI�%DWPDQ�LQ�WKH�/HJR�PRYLHV�
DQG�%RMDFN�+RUVHPDQ�RQ�WKH�FULWLFDOO\�DFFODLPHG�
animated series of the same name. 

7KH�HOHPHQW�RI�VXUSULVH�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�KH�OHDUQHG�HDUO\� 
RQ�PDNHV�SHRSOH�ODXJK�WKH�PRVW��̸*HWWLQJ�WKDW�LQLWLDO�
UHDFWLRQ�ZKHUH�\RX�UHDOO\�FDWFK�WKHP��WKDW�WR�PH�LV�UHDOO\�
VDWLVI\LQJ�̹ �KH�VD\V��̸,̵YH�DOZD\V�VRXJKW�WKDW�RXW��ZKHWKHU�
it was with friends, or when I was younger with parents or 
WHDFKHUV��,�ORYH�WKDW�LPPHGLDWH�HOHPHQW�RI�VXUSULVH��,W̵V�
WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�WKLQJ�WR�FRPHG\�̹ �

$UQHWW�KDV�WZR�\RXQJ�ER\V�DQG�DORQJ�ZLWK�VKDULQJ�ODXJKV��
KH̵V�DOVR�SDVVLQJ�DORQJ�KLV�JUDQGIDWKHU̵V�EHVW�DGYLFH�WR�D�
QHZ�JHQHUDWLRQ��<RX�DOZD\V�JHW�EDFN�ZKDW�\RX�JLYH�WR�WKH�
ZRUOG��̸,�DOZD\V�SXW�RXW�WKHUH�ZKDW�,�ZDQWHG�WR�GR�̹ �KH�
VD\V��̸,�VWD\HG�WUXH�DQG�ZHQW�ORRNLQJ�IRU�WKH�WKLQJV�,�ZDQW�
LQ�OLIH�LQVWHDG�RI�MXVW�QRWLFLQJ�ZKDW�,�WKRXJKW�,�GLGQ̵W�KDYH�̹

Arnett remains fond of and connected to his hometown 
DQG�MRNHV�WKDW�&DQDGLDQV�KDYH�WR�RZQ�RXU�SDWULRWLVP�� 
̸:H�FDQ�EH�PRUH�FRQͤGHQW�DERXW�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�ZH̵UH�
Canadian. Just assert it! Because Canadians are so 
IDYRXUDEO\�ORRNHG�XSRQ�LQ�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��$Q\�WLPH� 
,�WHOO�SHRSOH�,̵P�&DQDGLDQ��P\�H[SHULHQFH�KDV�EHHQ�\RX�
JHW�D�VPLOH��DQG�WKH\̵UH�KDSS\�WR�KHOS�̹ �

+H̵V�DOVR�TXLFN�WR�H[SUHVV�KRZ�DZHG�KH�LV�WR�EH�LQGXFWHG�
LQWR�&DQDGD̵V�:DON�RI�)DPH��̸$IWHU�PRYLQJ�WR�1HZ�<RUN�
ZLWK�QRWKLQJ��WR�EH�DEOH�WR�FRPH�EDFN�IRU�WKLV�LV�
tremendous. To be honoured for being a Canadian 
SHUIRUPHU�PHDQV�D�ORW�̹

“ Success to me was doing 
what I wanted to do. It 
wasn’t the cash and prizes. 
Once I was happy doing 
what I wanted to do I was 
already winning.” 

Will   Arnett 
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